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Dear CV Section and WSANS Leaders: The Washington State Healthcare Authority has published 
the draft wording for coverage of carotid artery stenting.  It is consistent with what they approved on 
September 20, 2013.   Comments on the wording will be accepted through October 22, 2013.  The 
Committee will vote and finalize the decision at its meeting on November 15, 2013.   Below is the 
link to the draft wording. http://www.hta.hca.wa.gov/documents/
cas_draft_findings_decision_100413.pdf MANY thanks to Dr. Kim for presenting at the September 
20 meeting, to Dr. Woo for preparing the slides, Dr. Monteith for reviewing the Spectrum technology 
assessment, and to everyone for all of your help and hard work! 
Cathy  

Catherine Jeakle HillSenior Manager, Regulatory AffairsAmerican Association of 
Neurological Surgeons/  Congress of Neurological SurgeonsWashington Office725 15th 
Street, NW, Suite 500Washington, DC 20005Phone:  202-446-2026Fax:  202-628-5264E-mail:  
Chill@neurosurgery.org 
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Mika Niemelä 

International Liaison 



ESMINT, Sept 4-6, 2014 Nice 
Joint Meeting 

•  The European Society of Minimally 
Invasive Neurological Therapy (ESMINT) 
– President Christophe Cognard 

•  The European Association of 
Neurosurgical Societies (EANS) 
– Chairman CV committee Peter Vajkoczy 



ESMINT & AANS/CNS CV 
•  It has been agreed (Drs Cognard, Vajkoczy, 

Niemelä) that AANS/CNS CV section officials / 
representatives will give talks in ESMINT 2014 as 
’special guests’  

•  Dr Niemelä will contact Drs Cognard & Vajkoczy 
in March to include Dr Friedlander in discussions   

•  Suggested topics and potential speakers will be 
discussed/decided during the CV section 
executive committee meeting in April? 



AANS/CNS CV Section 
Executive Committee Meeting 

Mika Niemelä 
International Liaison 
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Cerebrovascular 2013 Membership Statistics 
X2.,>(8W!ABCF!

Class  Status 
# of 
Members 

ADJUNCT ACTIVE 45 
MEMBER ACTIVE 404 
LIFETIME ACTIVE 100 
INTERNATIONAL ACTIVE 54 
RESIDENT/FELLOW ACTIVE 1,562 

TOTAL 2,165 
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CV Research Award Update 
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December 16, 2013

Sean Tunis MD, MSc
President and CEO
Center for Medical Technology Policy
WorldTrade Center Baltimore
401 E. Pratt Street, Suite 631
Baltimore, MD 21202

Dear Dr. Tunis

This letter is a response to the proposed Coverage with Evidence Development (CED) policy for
Carotid Artery Stenting (CAS) draft circulated on December 9, 2013. The proposed coverage
policy would greatly expand Medicare coverage for CAS in both symptomatic and asymptomatic
patients. The CED proposal recommends coverage of standard surgical risk asymptomatic
patients with >70% stenosis for CREST 2 ineligible patients or for patients treated either before
or after CREST 2 begins enrollment or after the trial ends. It also proposes Medicare coverage
for all symptomatic patients regardless of surgical risk with 50 �– 69% stenosis. The proposal
stipulates that Medicare coverage in these circumstances include mandatory enrollment in
approved, accredited national registries. Furthermore, institutions must satisfy accreditation
standards as proposed in the policy to allow for Medicare coverage to apply.

Unfortunately, as proposed, we feel that the CED policy draft for CAS if enacted would
irresponsibly increase utilization of CAS greatly beyond the levels at which benefit is currently
supported by existing clinical trials. We feel that there is currently good evidence for expansion
of coverage of some younger standard risk symptomatic patients with >70% stenosis, but that
evidence demonstrating benefit for CAS over medical management is clearly lacking for
patients with less severe degrees of carotid stenosis. With respect to asymptomatic patients,
we feel that CREST 2 is a vitally important trial which would be placed at significant risk of
invalidation and/or suboptimal recruitment if the CED policy draft is enacted. Given the lack of
evidence regarding the efficacy of CAS for asymptomatic patients, we feel that expansion of
coverage is premature and not warranted outside of clinical trials.

In summary, our response is as follows:

Regarding symptomatic carotid stenosis:

Coverage should be expanded for standard surgical risk patients <70 years of age, with
carotid stenosis >70%
There should be no expansion of coverage for patients of any age with carotid stenosis
<70%
Additional stipulations in regards to mandatory participation in national registries and
mandatory facility certification as proposed in the CED are reasonable



Regarding asymptomatic carotid stenosis:

There should be no expansion in coverage outside of participation in national NIH
approved clinical trials (CREST 2)

Respectfully,

American Academy of Neurology
Representing the AAN, Anthony J. Furlan, MD, FAAN

American Society of Neuroradiology
Representing the ASNR, Joshua Hirsch, MD

Society of NeuroInterventional Surgery
Representing SNIS, Peter V. Rasmussen, MD

Congress of Neurologic Surgeons
Representing CNS, Nicholas Bambakidis, MD


